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Safe Schools Improvement Act Introduced in the Senate

By Doug Hauserman, NSCA Government Relations Chair


NSCA joined the Nebraska Counseling Association and the Gay Lesbian Straight Education Network – Omaha in asking Senators Nelson and Johanns to support the Safe School Improvement Act (SSIA) introduced this summer by Sen. Casey of Pennsylvania.  The SSIA has the support of the Safe Schools Coalition of which the American School Counselor Association is a member. The SSIA would help ensure that schools and states include language that specifically addresses bullying/harassment, keep and report data on bullying/harassment, and provide professional development opportunities for counselors, teachers, and administrators on how to prevent bullying and how to deal with it when it does occur.  Stayed tuned to see how this turns out.   NSCA will continue to advocate not only for the school counseling profession but also for the children we all work with.

Reporting suspected abuse: What does the statute really say?

By Paul Barnes,  Ph.D.

NSCA’s Professional Standards and Ethics Committee Chairperson


For school counselors, handling suspected cases of child abuse is an unfortunate, but critically important, aspect of our work with youth. Frankly, some school counselors are more comfortable reporting suspected abuse than others. Knowing the guidelines and having a copy of the statute can be reassuring when faced with these terrible and sometimes vague situations.  

All of us are familiar with the sometimes vague nature of the reports we hear.  For example, a 3rd grader tells you her best friend is “pretty sure” a neighbor is abusing her little sister”.  Perhaps, your administrator may feel there isn’t enough information and instructs you not to make a formal report. The principal may feel it would cause unnecessary harm to a family or their relationship with the school.  What is your legal, moral and ethical obligation?

As I read this portion of the mandatory reporting statute for Nebraska, several key issues come to mind.  

1) The statute applies to all individuals in Nebraska, but specifically indentifies and obligates school employees to action.

2) If you have “reasonable cause to believe” that a child has been subject to abuse or neglect, you must report according to the guidelines.  

3) From my perspective as a professional school counselor, I don’t believe administration has the authority to “release you” from the obligation to report, nor can they determine if you have reasonable cause to believe.  This can put you in a tough situation sometimes if you are directed by your boss to not follow the language of the statute. Remember that the statute represents the law in Nebraska and is not merely a recommendation. I suggest you follow the statute as you understand it and remember that our professional ethical guidelines from ASCA, 2010 (A.1.a) states our primary obligation is to the student. Having a copy of the NEB 28-711 on hand can also prove helpful in these decisions and discussions with your administration.

4) Once you have heard enough to reasonably suspect that child abuse has occurred, or may occur, don’t spend time “investigating” the facts. Leave that to law enforcement and Child Protective Services.  Asking students to repeat the facts to you, an administrator, police officer, school nurse, physician, etc. can be harmful emotionally for the youth, and can often hurt the prosecution of the case.
From our school counseling office, we can never be 100% certain whether abuse has occurred or is going to occur.  In fact, there have been times I have reported suspected abuse to law enforcement despite having some doubts that the story I heard was true.  I simply didn’t know.  Nevertheless, be on the side of caution for the student.  Don’t leave yourself exposed by non-reporting. Be sure to document your report, and know the letter of the law. Knowing the laws, regulations and policies relating to students is all part of our role as a professional school counselor. ASCA Standards, 2010 (A.1.d) .
NEB. REV. STAT. ANN. § 28-711 (2010). Child subjected to abuse or 
neglect; report; contents; toll-free number 

(1) When any physician, medical institution, nurse, school employee, social worker, or other person has reasonable cause to believe that a child has been subjected to child abuse or neglect or observes such child being subjected to conditions or circumstances which reasonably would result in child abuse or neglect, he or she shall report such incident or cause a report of child abuse or neglect to be made to the proper law enforcement agency or to the department on the toll-free number established by subsection (2) of this section. Such report may be made orally by telephone with the caller giving his or her name and address, shall be followed by a written report, and to the extent available shall contain the address and age of the abused or neglected child, the address of the person or persons having custody of the abused or neglected child, the nature and extent of the child abuse or neglect or the conditions and circumstances which would reasonably result in such child abuse or neglect, any evidence of previous child abuse or neglect including the nature and extent, and any other information which in the opinion of the person may be helpful in establishing the cause of such child abuse or neglect and the identity of the perpetrator or perpetrators. Law enforcement agencies receiving any reports of child abuse or neglect under this subsection shall notify the department pursuant to section 28- 718 on the next working day by telephone or mail. 
(2) The department shall establish a statewide toll-free number to be used by any person any hour of the day or night, any day of the week, to make reports of child abuse or neglect. Reports of child abuse or neglect not previously made to or by a law enforcement 
agency shall be made immediately to such agency by the department. 

_______________________________

Nebraska’s Statewide Child Abuse/Neglect Hotline is 1-800-652-1999

ASCA Ethical Standards for School Counselors (2010) are available at:

http://www.schoolcounselor.org/content.asp?pl=325&sl=136&contentid=136 or just navigate from http://www.schoolcounselor.org
You’re Invited!

By Tracy Post-Immediate Past President

You are invited to join well over 200 school counselors from across Nebraska for the 2010 School 

Counselor Academy. The academy will take place on October 14th and 15th and will be held on the Union College Campus in Lincoln. The theme for this year’s academy is Empowering Students to Imagine-Believe-Achieve. The conference agenda includes three keynote speakers, an awards luncheon, guest speaker Governor Dave Heineman and 48 breakout sessions. The registration form follows the description of the two main keynote speakers on the following page. Please join us and network with other counselors from across the state.


2010 School Counselor Academy

“Empowering Students To Imagine – Believe – Achieve”

October 14 and 15, 2010

Union College Campus, Lincoln
 Keynote speakers and over 30 breakout sessions to choose from, geared for all levels and domains of professional school counselors.
Dr. Trish Hatch is the co-author of The ASCA National Model: A Framework for School Counseling Programs (ASCA, 2003, 2005). In its second edition, it has sold over 43,000 copies. Her newest book: Evidence Based Practice in School Counseling: Making a Difference with Data Driven Practices (2007) is co-authored with two national leaders in school counseling: Carey Dimmit, PhD and Jay Carey PhD of University of Massachusetts at Amherst. 

Currently the Director of the Center for Excellence in School Counseling and Leadership (CESCaL) and the Director of the School Counseling Program at San Diego State University, Dr. Hatch is a former school counselor, site level and central office administrator over school counseling programs.

She received her PhD in Education: Institutional Leadership and Policy Studies at the University of

California at Riverside in 2002.

Dr. Hatch is one of five appointed members of the National Panel for Evidenced-Based School

Counseling Practices and has served as Supervisor/Post Secondary Level Vice President of the

American School Counselor Association. She is Past President of the State School Counseling

Association. She was invited to serve a member of the assessment design team for the National Board

for Professional Teaching Standards’ (NBPTS) new school counseling certification and as a national

trainer for the Education Trust’s Transforming School Counselor Initiative. She has authored

numerous articles in the ASCA School Counselor Magazine including her most recent: Today’s

School Counselor (Nov/Dec, 2006).

Brian Law was named the 2003-2004 Georgia School Counselors (GSCA) Human

Rights Award Winner, Region 10 Elementary Counselor of the Year and Georgia Elementary Counselor of the year. He went on to be named the 2004-2005 National Elementary Counselor of the Year. He is currently the 2010 ASCA President.

Brian was recognized by both of his College Alumni associations as Abraham Baldwin College Outstanding Young Alumnus and Valdosta State University GOLD award (Graduate of Last Decade). He has been an elementary school counselor for 8 years, served as the Counselor/Coordinator for the Williams Middle School Alternative Program for a year and is currently a Guidance Counselor at Valdosta High School with the Valdosta City School System in his sixth year. Law served as the Principal for the Colquitt County Migrant Summer School from 1999-2005. He was the Summer Administrator for Valdosta High Summer School from 2007 to 2010.

Brian lives in Adel, Georgia and is employed by the Valdosta City School System in Valdosta, Georgia. His advocacy for children and love of the profession of school counseling is immensely displayed in his motto that he developed in 1996 and signs on all correspondences: “Always…for the children”.

Lodging:

Union College has hotel rooms with a private bathroom starting at $55/night; all guest rooms are non-smoking only. Additionally there are several RV sites available for $10/night. For more information, please call the Union College Ortner Center at 402-486-2545. A block of hotel rooms is also available at Lincoln South Heritage Hampton Inn at a special rate of $78 (plus tax). Reservations can be made by calling 402-420-7800-ask for the Nebraska School Counselor Association Academy rate. Check the website for updates on registration, the call for programs, and award nomination forms.


Pictured above is Dr. Trish Hatch. Right: 

 
Brian Law.

                                                       NSCA School Counselor Academy
Sponsored by

NE School Counselor Association (NSCA)

And the Nebraska Department of Education

Empowering Students to Imagine ~ Believe ~ Achieve

October 14 and 15, 2010

Union College, 3800 South 48 Street

Lincoln, NE  68506

Registration begins at 7:30 a.m.  Keynote Speaker at 8:30 a.m.
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 Level   
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State         
Zip         
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 Cell PH 








Registration includes lunch on Friday.  
        Yes, count me for lunch.  






____ No, I cannot attend.

You are invited to attend a Reception on Thursday 4:30 – 6:00pm so that all school counselors in attendance 

have a chance to network with one another.
Early registration postmarked by September 29, 2010:

NSCA members, 2 days 



           $ 95.00


Non-members, 2 days




 140.00


Registration for one day only:



              70.00    (Postmarked by September 29th)  



Indicate which day you are attending:

      Thursday, October 14, 2010










      Friday, October 15, 2010

For registrations after September 29th, there will be an additional

$20.00.  Check or money order required with registration.  Make checks payable to Nebraska School Counselor Association.

NSCA Membership dues:     $40.00

Are you an ASCA member?             yes  _____ no

Total amount included with this registration: $__________   

Check all that apply: 

2 Day Member Registration   

   





2 Day Non-Member Registration______  





1 Day Registration______  





NSCA Dues_______

Mail registration form & payment to:          
Belva Licht, Registration Committee







Paddock Road Elementary (402-408-8836)







3535 Paddock Road           







Omaha, NE  68124

Questions?  Contact NSCA President, Rynette Friesen (rlfriesen@mpsomaha.org or 402-715-8446)     
    



$59 Million Designed to Save Education Jobs





By: Doug Hauserman, NSCA Governement Relations Chair





During the first week of August, congress passed and President Obama signed legislation that provides $10 billion designed to save education jobs.  The amount estimated to go to Nebraska is nearly $59 million and would save approximately 1,100 jobs.  However the President’s signature did not guarantee money would go to each state.  The Governor of each state needed to submit an application to receive the funding.  NSCA immediately contacted Governor Heineman’s office to encourage him to apply for the funding.  At that time Governor Heineman was undecided as to whether he would apply for the funds.  NSCA put out a call to its members to call the Governor’s office and ask him to apply for the funds.  We thank those of you who took time to call.  On August 23rd the Governor held a press conference with Education Commissioner Dr. Roger Breed to announce that he was accepting the $58.9 million in education funding.   The funds will be distributed through the state aid to schools for the 2012 fiscal year.  Hopefully this will help soften the blow of what is expected to be another financially difficult year ahead for the state and therefore schools.
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Looking Forward





NSCA President ~ Rynette Friesen





It’s hard to believe that a new school year is under way.  I sincerely hope that your school year is starting off well.  The NSCA board started off with a full board meeting in August, giving all officers and committee chairs a chance to review the strategic plan and set a work plan for the year.  A lot of great ideas were generated and decided upon at this meeting. 





The work plan includes the 3rd annual NSCA and Nebraska Department of Education Counselor Academy.  I’m looking forward to seeing many of you in Lincoln in October.  There are several out-of-state speakers as well as top-notch in-state presenters scheduled to lead breakout sessions.  I know that it is a busy time of year, but I hope many of you can fit the Academy into your schedule.  Plan to stay Thursday evening for a reception.  It will be a great way to network with fellow counselors from all over the state.  





Some of the other items on the work plan include a one-day workshop in February. We will present three outstanding counselors’ awards. One for each of the following categories: elementary, middle school, and high school. We will also present an outstanding administrator award. Scholarships will be presented to a high school student and master education student. We will publish three newsletters, update the current website and participate in National School Counselor Week.  This is just an overview of what is on the work plan, but it gives you an idea of what we are developing.  If you have suggestions you would like to see included in the work plan please contact one of the board members or myself. We are always open to new ideas that fit in with the strategic plan.  





Thank you for the opportunity to serve as President for the 2010 – 2011 year.  I look forward to meeting and working with all of the professional school counselors in the great state of Nebraska. 

















Fall


2010





   NSCA Board


     Members





President


Rynette Friesen


17132 Emiline St.


Omaha, NE 68136


402-896-8385


Cell: 402-657-0436





President-Elect


Nancy Bond


10615 Monroe St.


Omaha, NE 68127 402-537-0109


Cell: 402-616-0007





President Elect-


Elect


Cheryl Kreikemeier


303 S Farragut St.


West Point, NE  68788 402-372-5876


Cell:  402-380-0590





Immediate Past


President


Tracy Post 


1420 N. 11th�Beatrice, NE  68310�402-223-4636


Cell: (402) 806-3162





Secretary


Doug Hauserman


4613 N. 148th St


Omaha, NE 68116


402-445-4050


Cell: 402-290-4700


� HYPERLINK "mailto:DouglasJ66@gmail.com" ��DouglasJ66@gmail.com�





Treasurer


Phyllis Trumble 


16350 Co. Rd P10


Herman, NE 68029


402-426-5235


Cell: 402-669-6575


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ptrumble@huntel.net" ��ptrumble@huntel.net�








Don’t Forget to Vote





If you are an ASCA member, don’t forget to vote in the ASCA elections.  The elections will be held in October.  Our very own Doug Hauserman is running for the position of Midwestern Regional Vice President.   Doug has served as President of NSCA and is currently the Government Relations Committee Chair and Secretary.  This is a three- year commitment and would be a great opportunity both for Doug and for Nebraska.  Julie Baumgart of Indiana and Susie Boggs of Ohio are running for this position as well.  
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February 2011


 


ASCA 	February 2-4	School Counselor of the Year Program in DC





ASCA 	February 4	School Counselor of the Year Gala





 			February 7-11	National School Counseling Week





March 2011





NSCA	March 1	NSCA Newsletter Article Due





ASCA 	March 1	Early Bird ASCA Conference Registration Deadline





ASCA 	March 1	LDI Grant Applications Due		





ASCA 	March 1	Deadline for candidates to submit Nomination packets for ASCA


Board





NSCA	March 19	Committee Reports and Agenda Items Due to Rynette





NSCA	March 26	NSCA Board Meeting





ASCA 	March TBD	Advocacy and Public Policy Institute 





April 2011





ASCA 	April 1		State Delegate List and Professional Credential forms due to


 			ASCA Office  





ASCA 	April 15	State Reports Due for Delegate Assembly due to ASCA Office 


		


May 2011





ASCA 	May 1		Advance ASCA Conference Registration Deadline





ASCA 	May 14		LDI Registration forms due to ASCA Office	





ASCA 	May 14		2011-2012 Board Rosters and Conference information due to


 			ASCA Office





June 2011





ASCA 	June 23-24	ASCA Delegate Assembly				


										


ASCA 	June 25-28	ASCA Conference Seattle, Wash. 








July 2011





ASCA 	July TBD	Leadership Development Institute 

















Discount on Registrations:  Pay for 5, get the 6th one free!





Again this year NSCA is offering the discount of pay for 5 academy registrations get the 6th academy registration free.  If you send 6 academy registrations in the same envelope, we will give you one NSCA member rate registration for free. To qualify for the discount all 6 registrations must come in the same envelope and the free registration must be a NSCA member.  Registration form is available in this newsletter.














NSCA 2010 - 2011 Calendar 





August 2010





NSCA	August 7	NSCA Board Retreat





NSCA			August 16	NSCA Board Roster, Membership List and Conference Material


 request due to ASCA Office 





September 2010





NSCA	September 1	NSCA Newsletter Articles Due





ASCA	September 6	Call for Programs for 2011 conference due





ASCA 	September 24 School Counselor of the Year Applications due





October 2010





NSCA	October 6	NSCA Committee Reports and Agenda Items Due to Rynette





NSCA	October 13	NSCA Board Meeting, Union College





NSCA	October 14-15 NSCA School Counselor Academy





NSCA	October 15	NSCA Board Meeting 2:30 p.m.





ASCA 	October 15	ASCA Foundation Scholarship applications due 





ASCA 	October 15	Ramp applications due





ASCA 	Mid-October	Governing Board Elections Ballots open





November 2010





ASCA 	November 15	APPI Grant Applications Due


December 2010





NSCA			December 1	NSCA Newsletter Articles Due


January2011





NSCA			January 1	NSCA Committee Reports and Agenda Items Due to Rynette





NSCA			January 8	NSCA Board Meeting


February 2011


 


ASCA 	February 2-4	School Counselor of the Year Program in DC





ASCA 	February 4	School Counselor of the Year Gala





 			February 7-11	National School Counseling Week





March 2011





NSCA	March 1	NSCA Newsletter Article Due





ASCA 	March 1	Early Bird ASCA Conference Registration Deadline





ASCA 	March 1	LDI Grant Applications Due		





ASCA 	March 1	Deadline for candidates to submit Nomination packets for ASCA


Board





NSCA	March 19	Committee Reports and Agenda Items Due to Rynette





NSCA	March 26	NSCA Board Meeting





ASCA 	March TBD	Advocacy and Public Policy Institute 





April 2011





ASCA 	April 1		State Delegate List and Professional Credential forms due to


 			ASCA Office  





ASCA 	April 15	State Reports Due for Delegate Assembly due to ASCA Office 


		


May 2011





ASCA 	May 1		Advance ASCA Conference Registration Deadline





ASCA 	May 14		LDI Registration forms due to ASCA Office	





ASCA 	May 14		2011-2012 Board Rosters and Conference information due to


 			ASCA Office





June 2011





ASCA 	June 23-24	ASCA Delegate Assembly				


										


ASCA 	June 25-28	ASCA Conference Seattle, Wash. 








July 2011





ASCA 	July TBD	Leadership Development Institute 























Preschool Family Fun Day 





During the first week of classes, the students do not come to school on a regular basis.  Each has an appointment for an assessment to determine into which pre-school class the student will be placed.  At the end of the week, the parents attend the family fun day with their child.  





Seeds for Success 


	


A team of Kindergarten teachers and aides, along with the principal and counselor, offers program sessions on three Saturdays from 9-11AM for students and their parents.  The program sessions included: independence and routines; literacy (take-home book program) and reading skills; and safety.  














ARE YOU READY?





  	Board committee Members continued:





Post Secondary V.P		Secondary VP		Middle School VP		Elementary VP


Deb Ponec			Vicky Munoz		Angie Kruse			Kristy Clark


1000 N. 60th			7807 S 16th St.		22311 295th 			PO Box 417


Omaha, NE  68152		Omaha, NE 68136	Columbus, NE  68601		Central City, NE  68826


402-573-8647			402-571-5963		402-562-6278			308-946-2133





Program 			Membership		Publication			Nominations 


Katherine Solomon		Belva Licht		Diane Fisher			Julie Williams


2613 Fountain Circle 		1709 N. 84th		PO Box 305			9933 Brentwood C.


Plattsmouth, NE  68048		Omaha, NE  68114	McCool Junction, NE  68401	LaVista, NE 68128


402-298-7173			402-321-3257		402-724-2459			402-537-8153





Professional Standards	Bylaws			Govt. Relations		Recognition	


Paul Barnes			Dawn Smith		Doug Hasserman		       Bonnie Korkow


UN-Omaha			PO Box 161		4613 N 148th St		27359 Pioneer Trail


Omaha, NE 68182		Blomfield, NE 68718	Omaha, NE 68116		Silver City, IA  


402-554-2306			402-640-5232		402-445-4050			712-526-2035





Technology


Susan Thomas


71870  563 Ave.


Fairbury, NE 68352


402-729-6243














For office use only:     Check #____________Date_________Name_____________________
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Everyone was impressed with our fearless fairy…”  In addition to her contributions to school spirit Regan is appreciative of the advice Lori provided.  She wrote the following about one such piece of advice regarding Regan’s difficult decision on which college to attend,  “She began to talk about the choices we have to make in life; choices that may not seem so important and others that look like they will change us forever.  She told me that whatever choice I make I have to be happy with where I am.  If I am not happy, the cost of college would seem insignificant.”  


	Congratulations to Regan VanSkiver for winning the 2010 NSCA Scholarship.  Congratulations to Lori Stabb for being the type of school counselor that many of us strive to be like.
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Rynette Friesen


17132 Emiline St.


Omaha, NE 68136














NSCA Board Members





Tracy Post, President 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:tpost@bpsne.org" ��tpost@bpsne.org�





Rynette Friesen


President Elect


� HYPERLINK "mailto:rlfriesen@mpsomaha.org" ��rlfriesen@mpsomaha.org�





Nancy Bond, President Elect -Elect


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Nancy.bond@ops.org" ��Nancy.bond@ops.org�





Doug Hauserman, 


Past President and Government Relations


� HYPERLINK "mailto:DouglasJ66@gmail.com" ��DouglasJ66@gmail.com�


� HYPERLINK "mailto:dhauserman@westside66.org" ��dhauserman@westside66.org�





Amy Randel,, Secretary


� HYPERLINK "mailto:arandel@bpsne.org" ��arandel@bpsne.org�





Phyllis Trumble, Treasurer


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Phyllis.trumble@ops.org" ��Phyllis.trumble@ops.org�





Deb Ponec, Post-Secondary VP


� HYPERLINK "mailto:dlponec@creighton.edu" ��dlponec@creighton.edu�





Vicky Munoz, Secondary VP


� HYPERLINK "mailto:mvmunoz@mpsomaha.org" �mvmunoz@mpsomaha.org� 





Angie Kruse, 


Middle School VP


� HYPERLINK "mailto:angela.kruse@ops-ne.org" ��angela.kruse@ops-ne.org�





Clarke, Kristy


Elementary VP


� HYPERLINK "mailto:kclarke@esu7.org" ��kclarke@esu7.org�





Committee Members





Belva Licht, Membership


� HYPERLINK "mailto:blicht@westside66.org" ��blicht@westside66.org� 





Jan Carper, Program


� HYPERLINK "mailto:jcarper@esu9.org" ��jcarper@esu9.org�





Diane Fisher, Publication


� HYPERLINK "mailto:dfisher@esu6.org" ��dfisher@esu6.org�





Vicky Petersen


Prof. Standards & Ethics


� HYPERLINK "mailto:vpetersen@esu6.org" ��vpetersen@esu6.org�





Bonnie Korkow


Professional Recognition


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Kc661900@yahoo.com" ��Kc661900@yahoo.com�





Technology and Bylaws


Open




















 








Sutherland High School Senior Wins NSCA Scholarship





By: Doug Hauserman, NSCA Secretary





	Regan VanSkiver, 2010 graduate of Sutherland High School, was awarded the $500 NSCA scholarship for her essay written about her school counselor Lori Staab.  In her essay she credits Lori for immediately having a positive impact on school spirit from the day she arrive at Sutherland.  She wrote, “we knew she was going to be different when the first pep rally rolled around. The assembly had risen to their feet to clap along to the school song and out comes our guidance counselor in her Fairy Guidance costume.  With her magic wand, pink wings, and tights she sprinkled fairy dust on the volleyball team to wish them luck on their upcoming game.








First RAMP Award in Nebraska





Congratulations to Lincoln East High School!  The American School Counselor Association (ASCA) has recognized them as the first Nebraska recipient of the Recognized ASCA Model Program (RAMP) Award.  They are one of 35 schools in 16 states to receive this award.





This was a team effort.  The five person counseling team includes Brenda Leggiadro, Noelle Baker, Karen Dress, Kim Glathar, and Diane Nicholson.  Also, it includes a wonderful support staff of a secretary, Carol Cruickshank; registrar, Dean Hare; associate principal Dennis Mann; and part-time school social worker, Nancy Clare.  





 “We’ve all been counselors for quite a few years and all of us got our masters’ degrees in counseling before there was an ASCA National Model.  Karen and Kim are graduates of UNL, Diane is a Wayne State grad., and Noelle and Brenda are Chadron State graduates,” Leggiadro said. Many of them have participated in training with Trish Hatch and they credit the strong district support from John Dudley, Terry Macholan, and the late Becky Wild.





The RAMP award was given to Lincoln East High School because they were able to demonstrate they’re committed to delivering a comprehensive, data-driven school counseling program. They successfully answered the question, “How are students different because of what school counselors do?” Leggiadro credits Lincoln Public Schools embracing of the Professional Learning Communities and how nicely this fits with the ASCA National Model. 











 By Phyllis Trumble


In the 2010 spring newsletter I asked you to start thinking about a counselor or an administrator who would be a great choice for an outstanding award. I hope you have done that because September 24th is the deadline for your entry.





The NCSA board voted at their last meeting to extend our recipients to four awards. There will be an elementary, middle and high school counselor award along with an administrator award. We feel that all levels of counselors do an outstanding job in their fields and they need to be recognized for their dedication and work. It is our feeling that sometimes the counselor and administrator are the unsung heroes, so please do your best to change that view. 





The 2010 awards description can be found on our website. Read the descriptions carefully and see if that person who goes that extra mile is in one of these categories. You are the only ones who can give these people the recognition they deserve. I know it will take time, but doing something this important can mean so much to all of us.





Counselors have been the unsung heroes for a long time and it is time for us to let others know what we are doing. When nominating your administrators, remember the principal stands at the front lines. He or she takes care of all the problems for us. The principal never lets you know how bad it really is takes care of you when you aren’t sure you can still continue on.





Remember you get to read your nominating letter at the noon luncheon. All the winners will receive $500 for their individual school. So take the time to nominate that someone you admire. You can do this. The nomination is due is September 24th. You will send it to the person whose name is at the bottom of the application. Thanks to all of you who do your jobs so well; the unsung heroes.











Pictured above are Regan VanSkiver and her high school counselor, Mrs. Lori Stabb. Regan earned the 2010 NSCA scholarship.











